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The Chapter: The Virtue of Al-Islaam
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And the statement of Allah the Most High: {This day, I have perfected your religion for
you, completed My Favor upon you, and I am pleased for you with Al-Islaam as your

religion. }
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And the statement of the Most High: {Say (O Muhammad £): {O you mankind! If you are

in doubt as to my religion (Islam), then (know that) I will never worship those whom
you worship besides Allah. But I worship Allih Who causes you to die, and I am

commanded to be one of the believers.}
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And the statement of the Most High: {O you who believe! Fear Allah, and believe too in
His Messenger £, He will give you a doubled portion of His mercy, and He will give
you a light by which you shall walk, and He will forgive you. And Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. }
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In the Authentic Collection (Al-Bukhaari), it has been reported from Ibn 'Umar may Alldh be
pleased with them both, that the Prophet €% said, "Your example and the example of the
people of the two Scriptures (i.e., jews and christians) is like the example of a man who
employed some laborers and asked them, "Who will work for me from morning till
midday for one Qirat?' The Jews accepted and carried out the work. He then asked,
'"Who will work for me from midday up to the “Asr prayer for one Qirat?' The
Christians accepted and fulfilled the work. He then said, "Who will work for me from
the "Asr till sunset for two Qirats?' You, Muslims have accepted the offer. The Jews and
the Christians got angry and said, "Why should we work more and get lesser wages?'
(Allah) said, '"Have I withheld any part of your right?' They replied in the negative. He

said, 'It is My blessing, I bestow upon whomever I wish."
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Also, in it (Al-Bukhaari), it has been reported from Abu Hurayrah, may Alldh be pleased with
him, The Messenger of Allah €% said: "Allah led those who came before us astray from Al-
Jumu'ah (friday). As-Sabt (saturday) was for the jews and Al-Ahad (Sunday) was for the
christians. And they will lag behind us until the Day of Resurrection. We are the last of
the people of this world, but we will be the first to be judged among all of creation.’”
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In Al-Bukhaari it is mentioned (Ta'leeqan) that the Prophet € said: "The most beloved

religion to Allah is Al-Hanifiyyah As-Samhah (The Pure Tawheed and Facilitated
Legislation)."



e B A S5 LA o e e oo 00 g Ladl KB 106 s B oy 383 ol
ek wwu\fﬁ&;wvg,m s 236 o) S5 80 L2 Je ae o oy 0 A28 B ks 2

by 555 \oM&ﬁ&Lﬁ&f@fi&@Lﬁg\cL@J’”L@Juwc})LéJLa\NJ.’S@w‘ 555 g 6
g et Y Gl G B et 5L D

It has been narrated by 'Ubayy ibn Ka'b may Allah be pleased with him, that he said: "You must
hold fast to the (Straight) Path and the Sunnah. For there is no slave upon the (Straight) Path and
the Sunnah who remembers the Most Gracious and his eyes run with tears out of fear of Allah,
except that the fire will not touch him. There is no slave who is (truly) upon the (Straight) Path
and the Sunnah who remembers the Most Gracious and then his skin shivers from fear of Allah,
except that his example is that of a tree whose leaves have dried and while it is in this state a wind
hits it causing its leaves to fall. So, his sins will fall just as these leaves fall from this tree. Indeed,
moderation upon the (Straight) Path and Sunnah is better than striving hard in contradiction to

the (Straight) Path and the Sunnah."
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It has been narrated by Abu Ad-Dardaa' that he said: "How excellent is the sleep of the intelligent
people and their breaking of the fast. How is it that they proceed the wakeful (at night diligent
in worship) and the (constant) fasting of the foolish? A small ant's weight (of efforts) from a person
of piety and certainty is greater, more virtuous, and heavier than the likes of mountains in weight

of worship from those who are deceived (meaning the ignorant worshippers and misguided

people).”
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The Chapter: The Obligation of Entering into Al-Islaam
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And the statement of Allah the Most High: { And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam,

it will never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter, he will be one of the losers.}.
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And the statement of the Most High: {Truly, the religion with Allah is Al-Islam.}

And the statement of the Most High: {And verily, this is My Straight Path, so follow it, and
do not follow other paths, for they will separate you away from His Path. This He has
ordained for you that you may become Al-Muttaqiin (the pious)}.
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Mujaahid said, "The other paths are innovations and doubts (in religious affairs).
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It has been narrated by 'Aishah may Allah be pleased with her that the Messenger of Allah £ said,

“He who innovates something in this matter of ours (i.e., Al-Islaam) that is not from it, then it

will be rejected.” Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.
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In another wording: “He who does an act which is not in accordance with our command

(Legislation), then it will be rejected."
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And it has been narrated by Al-Bukhari that Abu Huraira may Allah be pleased with him said:

Allah's Messenger €% said, "All my followers will enter Paradise except those who refuse."

They said, "O Allah's Messenger (££)! Who will refuse?” He said, "Whoever obeys me

will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me has refused."
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In the Authentic Collection the Prophet £ said, "The most hated people to Allah are three:
(1) A person who deviates from the right conduct (i.e., an evildoer) in the Haram
(sanctuaries of Mecca and Medina); (2) a person who seeks to introduce the traditions
of the Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance into Al-Islaam; (3) and a person who seeks to

shed somebody's blood without any right." Narrated by Al-Bukhaari.
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Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah Have mercy on him, said: "His statement, "Ways of
Ignorance', includes every way of ignorance, whether in an absolute sense or restricted to one
person over another. Regardless of if one is from the people of the book, pagans or other than

them, this includes every form of opposition to what the Messengers have come with."
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In the Authentic Collection (Al-Bukhaari) Hudhaifa said, "O Group of Al-Qurra (Students of
Knowledge)! Follow the Straight Path, for then you have taken a great lead (and will be the
leaders), but if you divert right or left, then you will go far astray."
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It has been narrated from Muhammad bin Wadhdhaah that he would enter the masjid, stand

before the circles of knowledge, and say... (He mentioned the same statement as proceeded).
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And he said Sufyaan bin 'Uyainah narrated to us from Mujaalid from Ash-Sha'bi that Masrooq
said that Abdullah said, meaning Ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him: "There is no year
except that the one after it is eviler. I'm not saying one year has more rain than another year.

Not one year is more fertile than another year. Not one leader is better than another leader, but
it is the death of your scholars and the good amongst you. Then people will start to weigh the

aftairs with their opinions and Al-Islaam will be destroyed and have weakness."
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The Chapter of the Interpretation of Al-Islaam
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And the statement of Allah the Most High: {So if they dispute with you (Muhammad £)
say: 'I have submitted myself to Allah (in Al-Islaam), and (so have) those who follow
me." And say to those who were given the Scripture (jews and christians) and to those
who are illiterates (Arab pagans): "Do you (also) submit yourselves (to Allah in Al-
Islaam)?" If they do, they are rightly guided; but if they turn away, your duty is only to
convey the Message; and Allah is All-Seer of (His) slaves}.
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In the Authentic Collection (Al-Bukhaari) from the narration of 'Umar, may Allah be pleased
with him, that the Messenger of Allah £ said, "Islam is that you should testify that there is
no deity worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger £, that
you should perform As-Salah, pay Az-Azakat, Fast during Ramadan, and perform
Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah) if you are able to make a way to

it (possess the means for making the journey)."
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In it (the Authentic Collections) reported by Abu Hurairah, may Alldh be pleased with him,
Marfu'an (i.e., the Prophet said): "The (true) Muslim is the one whom the Muslims are safe

from his hand and his tongue."
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It has been narrated from Bahz ibn Hakeem from his father from his grandfather that he asked
the Messenger of Allah about Al-Islaam, so he said: "It is that you surrender your heart to
Allah and that you turn your face (in sincere devotion) to Allah and that you pray the
obligatory prayer and pay the obligatory charity." Narrated by Ahmad.
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And it has been narrated by Abu Qilaabah from a man from the people of Ash-Sham from his
father that he asked the Messenger of Allah, "What is Al-Islaam?" He said, "It is that you submit
your heart to Allah, and that the Muslims are safe from your tongue and your hand."
He said, "Which (part of) Al-Islaam is most virtuous?" He said, "Al-Imaan (sincere
faith)." He said, "What is Al-Imaan (sincere faith)?" He said, "That you believe in Allah
and His Angels and His Books and His Messengers and the Resurrection after death."
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The Chapter: The Statement of Allah the Most High:
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{And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted

of him, and in the Hereafter, he will be one of the losers.}
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It has been narrated by Abu Hurairah may Alldh be pleased with him, that the Messenger of
Allah €& said, "The deeds will come on the Day of Resurrection, the prayer will come
and say, 'O my Lord, I am the prayer.' So he will say, 'Indeed you are upon goodness.'
The charity will come, and it will say, 'O my Lord, I am the charity.' So He will say,
'Indeed you were upon goodness.' Then the Fast will come and say, 'O my Lord, I am
the fast.' And He will say, 'Indeed you are upon goodness.' The actions will come like
this and He will say, 'Indeed you are upon goodness.' Then Al-Islaam will come and
say, 'O my Lord, You are As—Salaam (the Giver of security) and I am Al-Islaam.' And
He will say, 'Indeed you are upon goodness. It is by way of you that I accept on this
day and that I give.' Allah the Most High says in His book, {And whoever seeks a way
other than that of Al-Islaam, it will never be accepted from him and in the hereafter

he will be from the losers}."
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And in Authentic Collection (Al-Bukhaari) reported by 'Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her,
that the Messenger of Allah said €%, “He who does an act which is not in accordance with

our command (Legislation), then it will be rejected." It is narrated by Ahmad.
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The Chapter: Sufficing with Following the Book (Al-Qur'an)
and Leaving Everything Else
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And the statement of Allah the Most High: {And We have sent down to you the Book (the
Qur’aan) as an exposition of everything, guidance, mercy, and glad tidings for those

who have submitted themselves (to Allah as Muslims). }
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It has been narrated by An-Nasaa'i that the Prophet €% saw in the hand of 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab
a page from the Torah, so he said, "Are you confused O Son of Al-Khattab? Indeed, I have
come to you with clear clarification. If Musaa was alive and you followed him and left

me, then you would go astray."
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And in one narration: "If Musaa were alive, there would be choice for him except to

follow me." 'Umar said: "We are pleased with Allah as our Lord, and Al-Islaam as our religion,

and with Muhammad as our Prophet."
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The Chapter: What Has Come About Leaving Al-Islaam
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And His statement the Most High: {It is He (Allah) Who has named you Muslims both before
and in this (the Qur’an)}.
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It has been narrated by Al-Haarith Al-Ash'ari that the Prophet € said: "I command you with
five that Allah commanded me: Listening and obeying, Jihad, Hijrah, and the Jama'ah.
For indeed whoever parts from the Jama'ah the measure of a hand-span, then he has
cast off the yoke of Al-Islaam from his neck, unless he returns. And whoever calls with
the call of Jahiliyyah then he is from the coals of Hell." A man said: "O Messenger of
Allah! Even if he performs Salaah and fasts?" So he £ said: "Even if he performs Salat
and fasts. So call with the call that Allah named you with: Muslims, believers,
worshipers of Allah." Narrated by Ahmad and At-Tirmith and he said it is Hasan Saheeh (Good
and Authentic).
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And in the Authentic Collections (Al-Bukhaari): "Whoever parts from the Jama'ah the

measure of a hand-span then dies (in that state), his death is a death of the Days of

Ignorance."
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And in it (Al-Bukhaari): "Is this the call of the days of ignorance while I Am amongst

you?!"
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Abu Al-'Abbaas said: "Whoever goes outside of the call of Al-Islaam and Al-Qur'aan whether it
be in lineage, land, nationality, school of thought, or path of mysticism, then it is from the
ascriptions of the days of ignorance. Rather, whenever the Muhaajir cried for help, O
Muhaajroon! And the Ansaari cried, O Al-Ansaar! The Messenger of Allah said: 'Is this the call
of the days of ignorance while I Am amongst you?!' He became very angry with this." This is the

end of his statement.
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Chapter: The Obligation of Entering Al-Islaam in Entirety and
Leaving Everything Besides It
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And the statement Allah the Most High: {O you who believe! Enter perfectly in Al-
Islaam (by obeying all the rules and regulations of the Islamic Religion)}.
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And the statement of the Most High: {Have you not seen those (hypocrites) who claim that
they believe in that which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent down
before you, and they wish to go for judgment (in their disputes) to the Taghit (false
judges) while they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaitan (Satan) wishes to lead
them far astray}.
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And the statement of the Most High: {Verily, those who divide their religion and break up
into sects (all kinds of religious sects), you (O Muhammad #) have no concern with
them in the least. Their affair is only with Allah, Who then will tell them what they used
to do}.
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Ibn 'Abbaas, may Allah be pleased with the both of them, said about the statement of the Most
High, {On the Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) when some faces will become white
(enlightened with brilliance) and some faces will become black (gloomy with grief and

sorrow)}.
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The faces of the People of the Sunnah and Unity will be white (enlightened with brilliance), and

the faces of the people of innovation and differing will be black (gloomy with grief and sorrow)."
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Narrated by 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr, may Allah be pleased with them both, the Messenger of Allah

£¢ said, "Indeed there will come to my Ummah that which came to the children of
Israel, sandal for sandal until if one of them were to have sexual intercourse with his
mother in public then one of you will do that. Indeed, the children of Israel divided it
into seventy-two sects and this Ummabh is going to divide into seventy—three sects; all
of them will be in the Hellfire except for one." They said, "Who are they, O Messenger
of Allah?" He said, "That which I am upon today and my companions."
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A believer who hopes for the meaning of Allah must ponder over the statement of the Truthful
who is aided by the truth in this regard, especially his statement, "That which I am upon and my

companions."
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Indeed, this is a great admonition! If it were only to fall upon hearts that are alive. Narrated by
At-Tirmithi.
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He also narrated from the narration of Abu Hurairah and authenticated it but there is no mention
of the fire. It is narrated from Ahmed and Abu Daawud from the narration of Mu'aawiyah and
in it, "There will appear from my Ummah a people whom these desires will flow
through them like that of rabies in a person who has it. There will not remain one vein

nor joint accept it will enter."
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And his statement has proceeded, "The one who is seeking to introduce in Al-Islaam the

ways of ignorance.
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The Chapter: What Has Come About Innovation
Being More Severe Than the Major Sins
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And His statement All-Mighty and Majestic: {Verily, Allah does not forgive that partners
should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives other than that (anything else)

to whom He wills}.
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And His statement the Most High: {Then who does more wrong than one who invents a

lie against Allah, to lead mankind astray without knowledge}.
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And His statement the Most High: {They may bear their own burdens in full on the Day
of Resurrection, and also of the burdens of those whom they misled without

knowledge. Evil indeed is that which they shall bear!}
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In the Authentic Collection, he said about the Khawaarij, "Wherever you meet them kill
them.", 'If I meet them, I will kill them as the people of 'Aad were killed (i.e., kill them
all)."
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And in it (i.e., authentic narrations), he prohibited killing the unjust rulers.
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Narrated by Jarir ibn 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, that a man gave charity and
others began to follow him in this, and the Messenger of Allah € said, "He who initiates a good
practice in Islam, he would be granted a reward like that of those who follow him, without their
rewards being diminished in any respect. And he who initiates some evil practice in Islam which
had been followed subsequently (by others), he will bear the sin of that and the sin of the those
who follow this (evil practice) without their sins being diminished in any respect." Narrated by

Muslim.
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Also narrated by Muslim from the narration of Abu Hurairah, the wording is, "Whoever calls
to guidance’, then he said, "Whoever calls to misguidance."
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The Chapter: What has Come About Allah Blocking Repentance

from the Person of Innovation
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This has been narrated from the narration of Anas and from the Maraasil of Al-Hasan.
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Ibn Wadhdhaah narrated from Ayyub that he said: "There was a man amongst us who had an
opinion (corrupt understanding/doubt or desire), and he left it. So, I came to Mohammed ibn
Sireen and I said did you know that so and so left his opinion? So, he said look to that which he
changes to. Because the last portion of the narration this is more severe than the first, " They leave

Al-Islaam just as the arrow leaves the target and then they do not return."
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Ahmed ibn Hanbal was asked about the meaning of this so he said, " He will not be given success

to repent.”
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The Chapter: The Statement of Allah the Most High:
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{O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Why do you dispute
about Ibrahim (Abraham), while the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel
(Gospel) were not revealed till after him? Have you then no sense? 65
Verily, you are those who have disputed about that of which you have
knowledge. Why do you then dispute concerning that of which you have
no knowledge? It is Allah Who knows, and you know not. 67 Ibrahim
(Abraham) was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim
Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism - to worship none but Allah Alone) and he

was not of Al-Mushrik{in (See V.2:105).}
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And His statement: {And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim
(Abraham) (i.e., Islamic Monotheism) except him who befools himself?
Truly, We chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be

among the righteous.}
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In it is the narration of the Khawaarij which has proceeded and in the Authentic Collection the

Prophet said: "Indeed the family of the father of so and so are not my allies. My allies are only
those people of piety."
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Also in it, what is narrated by Anas that the Messenger of Allah €%, it was mentioned to him that
some of the companions said, "As for me, then I will not eat meat." Another said, "As for
me, then I will stand in prayer all night and not sleep.” Another said, "As for me, then I
will not marry women." Another said, "As for me, then I will fast every day and never
break my fast." So, he said £, "As for me then I stand in the night prayer, and I sleep. I
fast some days and break my fast others I marry women, and I eat meat. So whoever

turns away from my way (Sunnah) then he is not from me."

o M iy Sl Led il e Lsdy ale oty Ladal) aSSTN s e 18 solall ol ST Aleall amy OISTI3) el
Ca el gy Sl Leg c&.LJ\

Reflect on this. Whenever some of the companions wanted to devote themselves entirely to
worship in this manner, this harsh and stern statement was mentioned to them, and it was
considered turning away and disliking his way (Sunnah). So, what do you think about other than

this from innovations? And what do you think about other individuals besides the Companions?
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The Chapter: The Statement of Allah the Most High:

{So, set you (O Muhammad #) your face towards the religion
(of pure Islamic Monotheism) Hanif (worship none but Allah
Alone). Allah’s Fitrah (i.e., Allah’s Islamic Monotheism) with
which He has created mankind. No change let there be in
Khalq-illah (i.e., the religion of Allah — Islamic Monotheism):
that is the straight religion, but most of men know not. [Tafsir
At-Tabari]}.
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And His statement the Most High: {And this (submission to Allah, Al-Islaam) was
enjoined by Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his sons and by Ya‘qib (Jacob) (saying), "O my
sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except in the Faith of

Islam (as Muslims — Islamic Monotheism)."}
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And His statement the Most High: {Then, We have sent the revelation to you (O
Muhammad # saying): "Follow the religion of Ibrdhim (Abraham) Hanif (Islimic

Monotheism - to worship none but Allah) and he was not of the Mushrikiin

(polytheists, idolaters and disbelievers). }
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It has been narrated by Ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah
£¢ said: "Every Prophet had a Wali among the Prophets. My Wali is my father Ibrahim
the Khalil of my Lord." Then he recited: "Verily among mankind who have the best
claim to Ibrahim, are those who followed him, and this Prophet and those who have

believed. And Allah is the Wali (protector) of the believers." Narrated by At-Tirmithi.
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Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Messenger of Allah €% said,
"Allah does not look at your bodies, nor at your wealth, but He looks at your hearts and your
deeds."
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Narrated by the two of them (Al-Bukhaari and Muslim), 'Abdullah reported that the Messenger
of Allah € said, "I shall be there at the Cistern before you, and I shall have to contend for some
people, but I shall have to yield. I would be saying: 'My Lord, they are my friends, they are my

friends." And it would be said: "You do not know what innovations they introduced after you."
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And from the two of them (Al-Bukhaari and Muslim), Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with
him, reported that the Messenger of Allah €%, “I wish that we could see our brothers.” They
said: “O Messenger of Allah, are we not your brothers?” He said: “You are my

Companions. My brothers are those who did not come yet.”



"¢ Shzel P b é o djﬁ eSS 1108

They said: “O Messenger of Allah, how will you recognize those of your nation who

have not yet come?”
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He said: “If a man has a horse with a blaze of white on its forehead and white feet, don’t
you think that he will recognize it among horses that are deep black in color?” They

said, “Of course.”
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He said: “On the Day of Resurrection they will come with radiant faces, hands, and
feet, because of the traces of ablution.” He said: I will reach the Cistern ahead of you.”
Then he said: “Men will be driven away from my Cistern just as stray camels are driven
away. And I will call to them: ‘Come here!’ But it will be said: ‘They changed after you

were gone, and they kept turning on their heels.” So, I will say: “Be off with you!”
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And in Al-Bukhaari: The Prophet € said, "While I was sleeping, a group (of my followers
were brought close to me), and when I recognized them, a man (an angel) came out
from amongst (us) me and them, he said (to them), 'Come along.' I asked, "Where?" He
said, "To the (Hell) Fire, by Allah." I asked, "What is wrong with them?" He said, "They
turned apostate as renegades after you left." Then behold! (Another) group (of my
followers) were brought close to me, and when I recognized them, a man (an angel)
came out from (me and them) he said (to them); "Come along." I asked, "Where?' He
said, "To the (Hell) Fire, by Allah.' I asked, "What is wrong with them?" He said, "They
turned apostate as renegades after you left. So, I did not see any of them escaping

except a few who were like camels without a shepherd."
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And narrated by the two of them (Al-Bukhaari and Muslim) from the narration of Ibn 'Abbaas,
may Allah be pleased with them both: 'So I say as the righteous slave said: {And I was a
witness over them while I dwelt amongst them, but when You took me up. You were

the Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all things}."
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Also narrated by the two of them that the Prophet £ said, "Every child is born with a true
faith (i.e., to worship none but Allah Alone) but his parents convert him to judaism or
to christianity or to magainism, as an animal delivers a perfect baby animal. Do you
find it mutilated?" Then Abu Huraira recited the holy verses: '(Fitratullah) The pure

Islamic nature (true faith i.e., to worship none but Allah Alone), with which He has

created human beings.""
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Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman narrated: "The people used to ask the Messenger of Allah £ about
the good but I used to ask him about the evil lest I should be overtaken by them. So, I
said, "O Allah's Messenger ! We were living in ignorance and in an (extremely) worst
atmosphere, then Allah brought to us this good (i.e., Al-Islaam); will there be any evil
after this good?" He said, "Yes." I said, "Will there be any good after that evil?" He
replied, "Yes, but it will be tainted (not pure.)." I asked, "What will be its taint?" He

replied, "(There will be) some people who will guide others not according to my

Yy



tradition. You will approve of some of their deeds and disapprove of some others." I
asked, "Will there be any evil after that good?" He replied, "Yes, (there will be) some
people calling at the gates of the (Hell) Fire, and whoever will respond to their call, will
be thrown by them into the (Hell) Fire." I said, "O Messenger of Allah £ Will you
describe them to us?" He said, "They will be from our own people and will speak our
language." I said, "What do you order me to do if such a state should take place in my
life?" He said, "Stick to the group of Muslims and their Imam (ruler)." I said, "If there is
neither a group of Muslims nor an Imam (ruler)?" He said, "Then turn away from all
those sects even if you were to bite (eat) the roots of a tree till death overtakes you while

you are in that state.” Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.
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Muslim added: "Then the Dajjal will come forth accompanied by a river and fire. He
who falls into his fire will certainly receive his reward, and have his sin removed for

him, but he who falls into his river will bear his sin and his reward taken."
"aslul ald 2" 1 JB O 4 s
I then asked: "What will come next?" He said: "The Last Hour will come."
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Abu 'Aaliyah said: "Learn Al-Islaam and if you learn it then never turn away from it. You
must hold fast to the Straight Path for indeed it is Al-Islaam. Do not deviate from the
path to the right and the left. You must hold fast to the Sunnah of your Prophet, and I

warn you from these desires (innovations in the Religion)!" This is the end of his statement.
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Reflect over this statement of Abu 'Aaliyah, how great it is! Also, look at the time he is warning
from these desires that those who follow it are (in reality) turning away from Al-Islaam. And look

at the interpretation of Al-Islaam as the Sunnah. Look at the fear he has for the greatest of the

Taabi'een (followers of the Companions) and their scholars for leaving the Sunnah and the Book.
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(If you ponder in this manner) the meaning of the statement of Allah the Most High will become

clear, {Whenever His Lord said to him, "Submit (i.e., be a Muslim)!}.

25
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And His statement: {And this (submission to Allah, Islaim) was enjoined by Ibrahim
(Abraham) upon his sons and by Ya‘qiib (Jacob) (saying), "O my sons! Allah has chosen
for you the (true) religion, then die not except in the Faith of Islam (as Muslims -

Islaimic Monotheism). }
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And His statement the Most High: {And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim

(Abraham) (i.e., Islamic Monotheism) except him who befools himself'}.
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And the likes of these great principles which are the foundations of the fundamentals, the people
are headless with regards to. By knowing this the meanings of these narrations in this chapter and

the like will become clear.
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As for a person who reads them and the likes of them and he feels safe and tranquil that they will
not befall him and he thinks that these narrations are referring to people who have come and
gone, {Did they then feel secure against the Plan of Allah? None feels secure from the
Plan of Allah except the people who are the losers}.
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‘Abdallah ibn Mas'ud told how the Messenger of Allah €& drew a line for them and then said,
“This 1s the path of Allah.” Thereafter, he drew several lines on its right and left and said, “These
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are other paths on each of them there is a devil calling people to follow it.” And he recited, “And
that this is My path, straight; follow it...” Narrated by Ahmad and An-Nisaa'i.
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The Chapter: What Has Come About
the Strangeness of Al-Islaam and the Virtue of the Strangers
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And the statement of Allah the Most High: {If only there had been among the generations
before you persons having wisdom, prohibiting (others) from Al-Fasad (disbelief,
polytheism, and all kinds of crimes and sins) in the earth, (but there were none) — except
a few of those whom We saved from among them! Those who did wrong pursued the

enjoyment of good things of (this worldly) life, and were Mujrimin (criminals,

disbelievers in Allah, polytheists, sinners)}.
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And it has been narrated by Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him that the Prophet said:
"Al-Islaam began as something strange and it will return to be strange as it began, so

glad tidings for the strangers." Narrated by Muslim.
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It has been narrated by Ahmad from the narration of Ibn Mas'ud and in it, "Who are the

Strangers?" He said, "An-Nuzaa' from the tribesmen."
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And in one wording, "The Strangers are those who are upright whenever the people are

corrupted.”
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And it has been narrated by At-Tirmithi from the narration of Kathir ibn Abdillah from his father
from his grandfather, "Glad tidings for the Strangers, those who rectify that which the people

have corrupted from my Sunnah."
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It was narratred by Abu Umayyah that he said, 'l asked Abu Tha'labah, so I said, O Abu
Tha'labah, what do you say about this verse? {O you who believe! Take care of your
ownselves. If you follow the (right) guidance [and enjoin what is right (Islamic
Monotheism and all that Al-Islaam orders one to do) and forbid what is wrong
(polytheism, disbelief and all that Al-Islaam has forbidden)] no hurt can come to you
from those who are in error. The return of you all is to Allah, then He will inform you

about (all) that which you used to do.}
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He said, "Well, by Allah! You asked one who is well-informed about this, I asked the Messenger
of Allah € about it. [So] he said: "Rather, comply with (and order) the good, and stay away from
(and prohibit) the evil, until you see an obeyed greed, desires followed, and the world preferred,
and everyone is amazed with his own opinion. Then you should be worried about yourself in
particular and worry of the common folk. Ahead of you are the days in which patience is like
holding onto an ember, the one who works righteous deeds during them, will have the reward
of the like of the reward of fifty of those who do the like of what you do." '"Abdullah bin Al-
Mubarak said: "It was added for me, by other than 'Utbah, that it was said: 'O Messenger of Allah!
The reward of fifty men among us, or them?' He said: 'No! Rather the reward of fifty men among

you." Narrated by Abu Daawud and At-Tirmithi.
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The meaning of this has been narrated by Ibn Wadhdhaah from the narration of Ibn 'Umar, may
Allah be pleased with them both, and the wording is, "Indeed after you are days in which the
patient one holding fast to the likes of what you are upon today will have the reward

like that of fifty of you." It was said, "O Messenger of Allah, from them?" He said, "From you."
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Then he said Mohammed ibn Sa'eed narrated to us that Asad said that Sufyaan ibn 'Uyainah
narrated from Aslam Al-Basri that Sa'eed the brother of Al-Hassan ascribed it to the Prophet .
He said I said to Sufyaaan, "The Prophet £ said this?" He said, "Yes." He said, 'Indeed today

you are upon clarity from your Lord, you enjoin the good and prohibit the evil and

you are striving in the Path of Allah and the two intoxicants did not yet appear amongst
you, the intoxicant of ignorance and the intoxicant of the love of this life. You are going
to change from this until you do not enjoin the good nor prohibit the evil and you will
not strive in the Path of Allah and the two intoxicants will appear amongst you. The
one holding fast on that day to the Book and the Sunnah will have the reward of fifty

men." [t was said, "Fifty from amongst them?" He said, "Rather, fifty from amongst you."
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He also narrated with the chain of Al-Mu'aafiri that he said, the Messenger of Allah €% said, "Glad
tidings for the Strangers, those who hold fast to the Book whenever it is left, and those

who know the Sunnah whenever it is extinguished."
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The Chapter: Warning from Innovations
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He €& said, “I command you to have taqwa (fear) of Allah, and to listen and obey [your
leader], even if a slave were to become your leader. Verily he among you who lives
long will see great differing (controversy), so you must keep to my Sunnah and to the
Sunnah of the Khulafa Ar-Rashideen Al-Mahdiyyeen (the rightly guided caliphs), after
me. Cling to it with your molar teeth. Beware of newly invented matters in the religion,

for verily every bid'ah (innovation) is misguidance.”
At-Tirmithi said it is Good and Authentic.
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Narrated Huthaifah he said: "Every action of worship that the Companions of Muhammad did
not perform then do not do it, because the first did not leave anything off for those who come

later (to add). Fear Allah O students of knowledge, take the path of those before you."

Narrated by Abu Daawud.
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Ad-Daarimi said, Al-Hakam ibn Al-Mubaarak informed us saying, 'Umar ibn Yahyaa informed
us saying, he heard his father narrating from his father that he said, "We were sitting at the door
of "Abdullah ibn Mas'ud before the morning prayer so whenever he comes out, we will walk
with him to the masjid. Then Abu Musaa Al-Ash'ari came and said, "Did Abu 'AbdurRahmaan

come out yet?" So we said, "No." So he sat with us until he came out, then we left all together.
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Abu Musaa said, "O Abu AbdurRahmaan I saw something in the masjid earlier that I disapproved
of, yet I did not see, and all praise and thanks for Allah, anything except for good. He said, "What
is it?" So he said, "If you live long you will see it." He said, "I saw in the masjid some people in
circles sitting waiting for the prayer, in every circle there was a man and then their hands were
stones. So he will say, "Say Allah Akbar one hundred times." So they will say Allah Akbar one
hundred times. Then he would say, "Say Laa ilaaha illallah one hundred times." So they would
say, say Laa ilaaha illallah one hundred times. Then he would say, "Say Subhaanallah one hundred

times." So they would say Subhaanallah one hundred times.
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He said, "What did you say to them?" He said, "I did not say anything yet waiting for your opinion
or waiting for your order." He said, "Did you not command them to count their evil deeds and

guarantee for them that nothing from your good deeds will be lost (neglected)?"
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Then he left so we left with him until we came to a circle from those circles, and he stopped and

said, "What 1s this [ see you doing?" They said, "O Abu AbdurRahmaan, these are stones we are
counting with them the Takbeer, Tahleel, and Tasbeeh."
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He said, "Count your evil deeds for I guarantee you that nothing from your good deeds will be
lost (neglected). Woe to you O Ummah of Muhammad, how quick is your destruction. Here
are the Companions of your Prophet present and available. His garments are not yet even
decayed, and his vessels have not yet broken. I swear by the One my soul is in His hands; you are
all upon a way which is more guided than the way of Muhammad, or else you are opening up

the gateway for misguidance."
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They said, "By Allah O Abu Abdur-Rahmaan, we do not intend anything except for good."
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He said, "How many have intended good, yet they did not achieve it. Indeed, the Messenger of

Allah €& has narrated to us about a people who will recite the Qur'aan and it will not go beyond

their throats. By Allah, I do not know but maybe the majority of them are from amongst you."
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Then he turned away and 'Amr ibn Salimah said, "I saw the majority of them from those circles

stabbing us on the day of the Battle of An-Nahrawaan along with the Khawaarij."
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The help of Allah 1s sought, and all trust and reliance are upon Him (alone). May prayers and

peace be upon our leader Muhammad, his family and his companions altogether.
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